Crystal Bridges closing galleries to start 
its first redesign. — Arkansas, 1B 


Traditional German panettone produces 
great bread-pudding base. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


i Kelsey Berry of Jackson, 
Miss., said residents set up 
a Christmas tree, decorat- 
ed with lights, garlands and 
balls, in a small sinkhole in 
a neighborhood street that 
posed a hazard to unsus- 
pecting motorists, complete 
with a sign reading “From 
our sinkhole to yours.” 


E David McKinney, 
spokesman for the U.S. Na- 
val Academy in Annapolis, 
Md., said a midshipman is 
facing punishment for scal- 
ing a 225-foot obelisk at the 
academy’s chapel to place 
his cap at its peak in a pre- 
game tradition leading up 
to the Army-Navy football 
game. 


E Leroy Rogers Jr., 55, of 
Fort Myers, Fla., was serious- 
ly hurt after he dropped his 
cellphone and was reaching 
down to get it when his SUV 
drifted across the centerline 
and struck an empty school 
bus head-on, the state high- 
way patrol said. 


E Jeff “JJ” Johnston, a 
firefighter in Sunriver, Ore., 
wearing a red-colored safety 
suit, used a new vehicle de- 
signed to rescue people who 
have fallen through thin ice 
to push a young deer to 
safety after it had gotten 
stuck trying to walk across 
a frozen golf course pond. 


E Shaimaa Ahmed, an 
Egyptian pop singer known 
by her stage name Shima, 
was convicted of promoting 
debauchery and sentenced 
to two years in prison for 
a racy video showing her 
singing in her underwear 
in front of a group of young 
men while suggestively eat- 
ing an apple and a banana. 


E David Berkowitz, 64, 
the “Son of Sam” serial 
killer who terrorized New 
York City 40 years ago and 
is serving a life sentence, 
has been transferred from 
a maximum security prison 
to a hospital for treatment 
of a reported heart ailment. 


E Gregory Rottjer fac- 
es an attempted-murder 
charge after police in Shel- 
ton, Conn., said he threw 
a man 45 feet off a bridge 
into the Housatonic River 
because the man tried to 
intervene in an argument 
between Rottjer and his 
girlfriend. 


E Richard Hofeld, 80, 
mayor of Homewood, IIl., 
who fell through thin ice 
on a lake while trying to 
save his dog, was rescued 
by a mystery good Samari- 
tan who was passing by and 
used his shirt and couple of 
jackets to fashion a rope to 
keep Hofeld from drowning 
until help arrived. 


H Barbara Kearns, a long- 
time employee at a Wal- 
Mart store in Everett, Pa., 
said she’s never seen such 
generosity after an anony- 
mous person spent $40,000 
to pay off all the items on 
Christmas layaway at the 
store, helping about 200 
families. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Mostly clear and 
warmer. 

High 65, winds 
southwest at 5 
to 15 mph. 
Tonight Clear 
and cold. 

Low 37. 
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Dicamba 
cutbacks 
sent back 
to board 


Subpanel shuns 
spraying window 


STEPHEN STEED 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A legislative subcom- 
mittee Tuesday refused to 
ratify a state Plant Board 
proposal to restrict farmers’ 
use next year of dicamba, 
a herbicide linked to crop 
damage in Arkansas and 
two dozen other states. 

Sen. Bill Sample, R-Hot 
Springs, made a motion to 
kick the measure back to 


the Plant 
PANELSPLIT Board be- 
on rules for fore the 
‘enhanced’ Legislative 
concealed Council’s 
carry law. Administra- 
Page 1B. tive Rules 

and Regula- 


tions Subcommittee could 
hear testimony from a 
handful of farmers or from 
Plant Board officials. 

The Plant Board, a di- 
vision of the Arkansas Ag- 
riculture Department, had 
voted Nov. 8 to prohibit in- 
crop spraying of the herbi- 
cide from April 16 through 
Oct. 31 next year. The board 
received nearly 1,000 com- 
plaints this year of dicam- 
ba-inflicted damage to soy- 
beans, vegetables, fruits and 
backyard gardens that aren’t 
tolerant of the chemical. 

No member cast an au- 
dible “no” vote on Sample’s 
motion, which also asked 
the Plant Board to consider 
other possible cutoff dates 
for different regions of the 
state and to look at cutoffs 
involving temperatures. 
Both are issues studied over 
the years — and rejected — 
by the board and by weed 
scientists as either unfair or 
unworkable. 

Sample left the room af- 
ter his motion passed, and 
the subcommittee then 
heard testimony for about 
an hour. 

The subcommittees vote, 
however, isn’t final. It is sub- 
ject to review Friday by the 

See DICAMBA, Page 2A 


Jones triumphs in Alabama 


Doug Jones takes the stage Tuesday night with his wife, Louise, in Birmingham after winning the 
Alabama special Senate election. “We have shown the country the way that we can be,” Jones said. 


Strong GOP 
state elects 
a Democrat 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
— Democrat Doug Jones 
won Alabama’s special U.S. 
Senate election Tuesday, 
beating back history, an 
embattled Republican op- 
ponent and President Don- 
ald Trump, who endorsed 
GOP can- 
didate Roy 
Moore de- 
spite sexual 
misconduct 
allegations 
against the 
candidate. ————— 

It was the first Dem- 
ocratic Senate victory in 
a quarter-century in Ala- 
bama, one of the reddest 
of red states, and proved 
anew that party loyalty is 
anything but sure in the age 
of Trump. 

As of 10:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
with all of the state’s 2,220 
precincts reporting, Jones 
held 49.9 percent of the 
votes to Moore’s 48.4 per- 
cent. The remainder were 


TRUMP HITS 
back at senator 
on Twitter after 
her call for 

him to resign. 
Page 6A. 


AP/JOHN BAZEMORE write-ins. 


The victory by Jones, 
See ALABAMA, Page 6A 
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" APIJ. SCOTT APPLEWHITE 
House Speaker Paul Ryan said Tuesday that a one-page Treasury De- 
partment study released Monday showing the GOP tax plan more 
than paying for itself under favorable conditions “makes a lot of sense.” 
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Fusing tax bills, 
GOP chiefs say 


Vote next week part of plan 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Re- 
publican lawmakers in the 
Senate and House said Tues- 
day that they are coalescing 
around a unified tax plan and 
are aiming to pass a final bill 
as early as next week. 

Sen. John Cornyn of Tex- 
as, the No. 2 Senate Repub- 
lican, said House and Senate 


negotiators were making 
progress in their effort to 


agree on a final tax bill. 


TRUMP SIGNS $700 billion 
military authorization. Page 4A. 


NOVEMBER DEFICIT up slightly 
as tax income grows. Page 5A. 


“We don’t have it right 
this minute, but we’re getting 
closer,” Cornyn said. “We’ve 
pingponged a number of of- 
fers and counteroffers back 
and forth.” 

The movement toward a 
final agreement comes as the 

See TAXES, Page 5A 


November lottery revenue off; proceeds at 4-year high 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Because of a drop in draw- 
game ticket revenue, the Ar- 
kansas Scholarship Lottery’s 
total revenue in November 
was less than it was in the 
same month a year ago, but 
net proceeds — the amount 
that goes toward college 
scholarships — were the 
highest they have been since 


2013, the agency reported this 
week. 

Lottery revenue in No- 
vember dipped by about 
$850,000 from a year ago 
to $36.2 million. But about 
$120,000 more for scholar- 
ships was raised last month 
than the same month a year 
ago as net proceeds reached 
$6.7 million, the lottery said 
in its monthly report to Gov. 


Tobacco deal money 
to help 500 disabled 
with home-based care 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A law passed this year is 
providing 201 people with 
developmental disabilities 
with home-based services, 
such as help with daily living 
tasks, Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
said Tuesday. 

An additional 299 people 
are expected to receive the 
services but must first com- 
plete steps, such as choosing 
service providers, before 
they start getting the help. 

Money for the services 
comes from Act 50, which 
allocated $8.5 million a year 
from the state’s share of a 
tobacco lawsuit settlement 
to reduce the number of peo- 
ple on a waiting list for the 
assistance. 


About 2,900 people were 
on the list as of Tuesday, Hu- 
man Services Department 
spokesman Amy Webb said. 

Combined with $20 mil- 
lion in federal Medicaid 
funds, the settlement money 
allowed the state to increase 
by 500 the cap on the num- 
ber of Arkansans who can 
receive the services — from 
4,183 to 4,683. 

“This means so much to 
the families involved because 
they had a limited amount of 
services that were provid- 
ed,” Hutchinson told the Ar- 
kansas Tobacco Settlement 
Commission on Tuesday. 
“This gives them more op- 
tions.” 

Among those who have 

See HOME CARE, Page 2A 


Asa Hutchinson and the Leg- 
islative Council’s lottery over- 
sight subcommittee. 

The lack of a large jackpot 
with the multistate games — 
such as Powerball or Mega 
Millions — last month helped 
reduce the draw-game prize 
expense, retailer commis- 
sions and marketing and ad- 
vertising costs. Those, cou- 
pled with a drop in admin- 


istrative expenses, helped to 
increase the amount raised 
for scholarships, said lottery 
Director Bishop Woosley. 


In November, scratch-off 


ticket revenue increased by 
about $900,000 over the same 
month a year ago to $30.6 mil- 
lion. But draw-game revenue 
declined by $1.7 million in 
the same period to $5.5 mil- 
lion. Other revenue included 


Taunts, patrols bookend attack 


Port Authority Bus Terminal 
North Win 
mam 42 Street & 8 Avenue 


- — 


AP/SETH WENIG 


New York police officers patrol the Port Authority bus terminal 
and Times Square subway station on Tuesday near the site of 
a botched suicide bombing Monday. The Bangladeshi immigrant 
who was arrested in the attack taunted President Donald Trump on 
Facebook just before the attempt, federal officials said. Article, 3A 


about $54,000 in fees paid by 

more than 1,900 retailers. 
November was the first 
month in which the price 
of the Mega Millions game’s 
tickets doubled from $1 to $2 
and its starting jackpot more 
than doubled to $40 million. 
Other draw games include 
Powerball, Cash 3, Cash 4, 
the Natural State Jackpot and 
See LOTTERY, Page 2A 


Board vote 
backs pupil 
transfers 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The School Board for 
the Pulaski County Special 
School District on Tuesday 
affirmed its decision from 
months ago to open up its 
borders for the first time 
in 2018-19 to interdistrict 
student transfers under the 
state’s School Choice Act. 

As a result of the board’s 
7-0 vote to break with past 
practice, students residing 
in the Pulaski County Spe- 
cial district can apply to 
attend school in another 
district if the desired school 
has room. Conversely, stu- 
dents living outside the 
district can apply to trans- 
fer into the Pulaski County 
Special system schools that 
have adequate capacity for 

See TRANSFERS, Page 4A 


